
You have been gifted and 
are being equipped  

for ministry. 
         Ephesians 4:7-16 

NLAC 4.13.05 
 
1. (7-10) Every believer has been gifted by God for ministry.  
 
 
2. (11) God has given special gifts to some men to lead the Church: 
 

Apostles & Prophets (foundational, 2:20)  
 
Evangelists & Pastors-Teachers 

 
 
3. (12) The leaders have the responsibility of equipping God’s people for ministry. 
 
 
4.  (13) In the church family God wants to accomplish 
the following:  
 

(13) Unity in the Faith 
 
(13) Knowledge of Christ 
 
(13) Spiritual Maturity (Christlikeness) 
 
(14-15) Stability through Truth 
… not easily misled… not gullible, not deceived…no 
longer believing lies, but believing and speaking the 
truth…sound doctrine leads to maturity and stability 

 
(16b) Authentic Loving Testimony 

 
 
5. (16a) Spiritual growth is possible only by the power of Jesus Christ. 
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Discovering and Using Your Gifts for God 
 
God has formed our SHAPE (Rick Warren): 

Spiritual gifts 
Heart or Desires 
Abilities 
Personality 
Experiences (both good and bad) 

 
God has shaped each one of us for our particular place in his kingdom – to minister to the people he 
has put into our lives.  Every believer is a minister.  Every believer has been called by God to minister 
to others and through our various ministries to bring Him glory.   
 
But how do you know what your gifts are?  How do you discover your unique shape?  Well, here is 
some practical counsel from The Purpose Driven Life (pp. 234-236): 
 
1. Begin by assessing your gifts and abilities. 
Take a long, hard, honest look at what you are good at and what you’re not good at.  Make a list.  Ask 
other people for their candid opinion.  Seek confirmation from other believers – especially the 
elders/pastors.  Ask yourself, “Where have I seen fruit in my life that other people confirmed?” 
 

2. Experiment with different areas of service.   
Just start serving and try different ministries; Sooner or later you’ll discover your gifts. 
 

3. Consider your heart and personality. 
Ask yourself, “What do I really enjoy doing most?  When do I feel most fully alive?  Do I like routine 
or variety?  Do I prefer serving with a team or by myself?  Am I more introverted or extroverted?   
 

4. Examine your experiences and extract the lessons you have learned. 
 
Family Experiences: What did you learn growing up in your family? 
Educational Experiences: What were your favorite subjects in school? 
Vocational Experiences: What jobs have you been most effective in and enjoyed the most? 
Spiritual Experiences: What have been your most meaningful times with God? 
Ministry Experiences: How have you served God in the past? 
Painful Experiences: What problems, hurts, thorns, and trials have you learned from? 
 

5. Develop your shape. 
Whatever gifts you have been given can be enlarged and developed through practice. Stretch yourself 
and learn all you can.  Take advantage of every training opportunity to develop your shape and sharpen 
your serving skills. 
 

6. Enjoy using your gifts in dependence on the Holy Spirit to humbly serve others 
and to bring glory to God. 
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