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3 For Herod had seized John and bound him and put him in prison for the sake of 
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 because John had been saying to him, “It is not 
lawful for you to have her.” 5 And though he wanted to put him to death, he feared 
the people, because they held him to be ia prophet. (Matt 14:2-5)
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The kingdom of God was the major theme of Jesus' ministry and His favorite 
description of what God is doing in the world. Jesus often began His parables by 
saying, "The kingdom of God is like . . ." In fact, the word kingdom is used more than 
150 times in the New Testament.

Bill Thrall;Dallas Willard;Bruce Demarest;Bruce McNicol. The Kingdom Life: A Practical 
Theology of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation (Kindle Locations 32-34). Kindle 
Edition. 
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What is the gospel message? In recent decades, the popular meaning of Jesus’ birth, 
life, death, and teaching has been pared down to two mutually exclusive shreds. The 
first is that Jesus came to save you from the punishment for sin in the fires of hell, 
which he accomplished by his death. 

The second is that Jesus came to teach you how to end human evil and bring about 
heaven on earth through the overhaul of social systems. What they have in common 
is a single-minded focus on human evil and sin and what Jesus has done about them. 
Dallas calls this focus the gospel of sin management. 

In contrast, he presents the gospel of Jesus (or gospel of the kingdom). This is the 
idea that Jesus’ purpose is to proclaim the current availability of life in the kingdom of 
God. Life in the kingdom of God is not an after-death experience only, and it is not 
brought about by humans focused on solving social ills. Life in the kingdom of God is 
brought about by an individual having confidence in the truth that Jesus is all he says 
he is, following his way, and living an interactive, power-filled, intimate life with God 
now. This gospel is taught throughout the New Testament, but fleshed out in 
Matthew 5 through 7. In emphasizing the gospel of the kingdom Dallas was not 
denying that justification came through Christ’s death of the cross. He was expanding 
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beyond the overly simplistic concern about getting into heaven, and suggesting there 
is more to salvation than justification. Neither was he suggesting that the 
improvement of life for the poor and the oppressed doesn’t matter, or that wrongs 
shouldn’t be righted. He was stating that changing the systems doesn’t change the 
people, but transformed people cannot help but effect change by their very presence 
in the world.

O'Rourke, Elane. A Dallas Willard Dictionary: Second Edition--Revised and Expanded 
(pp. 114-115). Kindle Edition. 
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Spiritual disciplines are a practical way we put the teachings of Jesus into practice.
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